
WhatÕs happening
For more events, check out the RTI Website at
http://www.rtinternational.org/Events/tabid/59/Default.aspx

Round Table Events Calendar
(January 2010 - June 2010)
Regional RTI Events in red-bold

08/-10/01/2010 Round Table India AGM pre and post tours
15/-17/01/2010 CNR & National Committee Meeting - RT

France - Montlu•on
15-17/01/2010 RT Estonia 20th Anniversary - Tallinn
28-31/01/2010 RT Ski Weekend in SŠlen, Sweden
12-14/02/2010 RT Venice - International Carnival - 2010
20/02-01/03/10 RT India - Peacock Mass Tour 2010 -

South India
24-25/02/2010 CTM 2010 - Pre Tour
25-28/02/2010 CTM 2010 - Li•ge - Belgium
28-06/03/2010 RT Italy - Euro Ski Meeting - Pinerolo
02-11/03/2010 RT India - Peacock Mass Tour 2010 -

North India
03-22/03/2010 RT New Zealand - Nevill Bullock Trust

Mass Tour
12-14/03/2010 AGM Ð RT Gibraltar
12-14/03/2010 RT Norway - Hakapikken 2010
14/03/2010 Round Table Day 2010
25-28/03/2010 STM 2010 - Cyprus
27/03/2010 RT Italy - 2nd National President meeting -
 Piacenza
02-04/04/2010 AGM Ð RT Zambia Ð Ndola
15-18/04/2010 AGM Ð RT Southern Africa - Hartenbos,

Western Cape
16-18/04/2010 AGM Ð RT Switzerland - Luzern
17/04/2010 RT Italy - 2nd National Vice-President meeting

Bassano del Grappa
23-25/04/2010 AGM - RT Belgium - Lessines-Ath - 60 years

of RT Belgium
24/04/2010 RT Italy - National golf tournament - Vicenza
29/04-02/05/10 AGM - RT Morocco - Casablanca
30/04-02/05/10 AGM - RT Denmark - Holstebro - 70th

Anniversary
30/04/-02/05/10AGM - RT East Africa - Baringo Island Camp,

Kenya
07-09/05/2010 RT Italy - National football championship -

Ancona
08-14/05/2010 Edelweisstour - RT Austria
13-16/05/2010 RT Africa Regional Meeting - Mauritius
13-16/05/2010 AGM - RT Mauritius
13-16/05/2010 AGM - RT Sweden
14-16/05/2010 AGM - National Conference - RT Great

Britain& Ireland - Harrogate 2010
14-16/05/2010 RT Italy - National motorbike rally - Viterbo
14-16/05/2010 AGM - RT Austria - Vienna - RT14 40th

Anniversary
20-23/05/2010 Afro Euromeeting 28 - Selestat, France
21-23/05/2010 Euro 15 - Bolzano, Italy
24-30/05/2010 Euro 2 - Lefkosia, Cyprus
27-30/05/2010 Euro 1 - Tallinn, Estonia
28-30/05/2010 AGM - RT France - Dole - 60th AnniversaryÊÊ

Continued on next page...

DECEMBER 2009

RTI PresidentÕs SeasonÕs
Greetings
Dear Round Table Brothers,
Ê
Welcome to the final edition of the RTI
Newsflash for 2009.
Ê
As we race towards the end of another great
year of Tabling, I would like to make use of
this opportunity to thank every Tabler in our
fantastic movement for your dedication and
commitment in making a difference in so
many peopleÕs lives over the past year.
Ê
If you are fortunate enough to take some
time out over this festive season, enjoy every
minute with your family and loved ones Ð
they are the backbone of our Tabling activities
and deserve to be spoiled as we slow down
a bit and reflect on the year that was. Many
of us spend so much time during the year
with work and Tabling, and then some more
Tabling, that we often neglect our loved ones,
so make an effort to pay them back with
some quality family time.
Ê
Spare a thought for loved ones we might
have lost during this year, by celebrating the
great memories we have of them, and also
spare a thought for many out there that
might not be in a position to celebrate the
end of year with great food, drink and
company.
Ê
The RTI Board members are definitely looking
forward to 2010 - the Regional Meetings,
Sub-Regional Meetings and AGMÕs, and we
look forward to seeing you at one of these,
or maybe more than one!
Ê
We are planning some great initiatives for
the new year, amongst other, launching the
RTI Shop, starting a publicity campaign in
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partnership with Ladies Circle International by sending ÒSide
by SideÓ banners around the world, invigorating meetings on
a regional and RTI level (you might have experienced this if
you attended the recent EMA IROÕs Meeting), assisting in
making viable membership plans for Associations a reality,
continue building our great relationship with Club 41
International and of course, making sure that whatever we
do, we continue to serve the best interests of all our member
Associations.
Ê
For now, the RTI Board would like to wish every member a
relaxing, safe and enjoyable festive
season and a prosperous and happy 2010.
Ê
Till next time Ð Live Round Table!

Rikus Badenhorst - RTI President
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Message from LCI President:
Kjersti Irgens

Dear Tablers and friends!
Ê
Side by side, Circlers and Tablers. Is this how it works? I have
spent some of my time as elected President of LCI to figure
this out, and my conclusion is: Yes, we work side by side!
Ê
Our two organisations work together on several levels, and
together we have fun, we promote friendship locally, nationally
and internationally. Together we make a difference, and I am
proud to be a part of this companionship! From time to time
I feel that you guys reach your hands out, and that we Circlers
could be much better in doing the same. Let us hope we can
get better in the year to come.
Ê
In the beginning of 2010, Ladies Circles' Councilors will discuss
how we want to continue our work side by side. Our goal is
that this cooperation should be stronger and better.
Ê
RTIÕs ambition of bringing RT and LC banners to the highest
point of each membership country is something we want to
give our full support. We would like to walk these mountains
together with you, because such events are making us stronger
together. We are all happy for RTIÕs invitation to join in, and
we look forward to this. ÇNo valley too deep, no mountain
too highÈ. This will indeed have a new meaning this year. And
it goes really well with my motto: ÇYou'll never walk aloneÈ.

In Oslo this November, I was invited to the re-
chartering of a Ladies Circle club. Tablers from
all over Norway attended, and even some Swedish
Tablers joined in and made the party fun, colourful
and special. They bought our LCI pins to support
our charity project, which is ECPAT (End Child
Prostitution/ Child Pornography And Trafficking
of children for sexual purposes) this year; they
are doing a tremendous job in eliminating child
prostitution, child pornography and trafficking of
children for sexual purposes. Check it out on
our website or http://www.ecpat.net/EI/index.asp
Ê
RT Norway President Per Kristian Olsen gave
the project a great support that evening, in buying
100 LCI pins on behalf of the Norwegian Tablers.
Other Tablers chipped in as well, so just that
evening Tablers raised more than 800 Euros for
our charity project! Thank you so much!
Ê
Right now we are busy preparing our Mid Term
Meetings in Paris and Botswana in January. After
that, a lot of AGMÕs are under preparation and
many of them are joint arrangements for RT and
LC. Other events side by side are also on the
agenda.
Ê
I am looking forward to a great year, with Circlers
and Tablers going side by side. We will continue
the work within our two organisations, and we
will join our forces and pull together whenever
we can. We will never walk alone Ð that is great
to know.
Ê
On behalf of Circlers all over the world I wish
you all happy holidays
And a happy new year!
Ê
Yours in friendship
Ê
Kjersti Irgens
Ladies Circle International
President 2009/2010

RTI Board and RTI World Meeting Convenors November 2009

LCI Board 2009/ 2010
Johanna, Malin, Nicole, Seetha, Kjesti and AnneÐette
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EMA Chairman Report on EMA
IROÕs Meeting Ð Haifa, Israel

The Pre-Tour
We arrived in Haifa
after four days of an
amazing pre-tour
w h e r e  w e
experienced the
Masada, Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem, the Golan
Heights, Sea of
Genes  and  my
personal favourite,
the Dead sea. It was
astonishing and truly
a  w o n d e r f u l

experience. To be able to stand at the Wailing Wall or walk
up Golgotha is something everyone should experience. So
this pre-tour was well worth it. So much happened during
this pre-tour that it would fill a book just to write it all. The
sentences, or actually fragments of sentences, that were heard
during the pre-tour were: Òfollow me pleaseÓ, Òthis is very
interestingÓ, ÒShai more beerÓ, or my personal favourite: Òin
a few moments you will like itÓ. But it can be summed up with
the words ÓI GOT A FEELINGÓ.
Ê
Haifa
As the bus pulled up to where we were staying in Haifa, we
were duly met by our fellow Tablers both locals and
internationals, we knew that we were looking forward to a
great weekend. Registration went swiftly and we found our
hotel rooms. The evening went too quickly as all old friends
that we met for the first time were greeted and talked with
into the wee hours of the night. My roommate arrived when
the baker had his first break for the day.

IROÕs Meeting
Friday morning came, and I got ready to host my first IROÕs
meeting. As the butterflies started, we were driven to the
meeting place which took place in the Science museum in
Haifa. For those of you who were there, I am sure you enjoyed
the shoe stories or the silly things we have all done in Round
Table. The most important part of the forum was
communication and the importance of it. By doing something
different, I am positive that my message was received in a new
and fun way.
During the meeting, we discussed how we best can work on
recruitment and what is the common goal of our associations.
The recruitment topics were everything from when one Tabler
leaves, two should come in. There are Associations which send
a post card when a Tabler turns 39, encouraging him to recruit
a new member before he leaves to experience the fun he has

been given as a Tabler, and the list just went on.
The most important outcome of this was actually
to focus on a long term plan for the various
Associations, and to stick it, Óat the top of the
agendaÓ in every association.
Ê
We continued talking about how the public views
Round Tabler, and especially how we behave. RT
Sweden has produced a code of conduct that is
used as a guide to all Tablers in how they should
behave. We had some time to discuss the start
of the three year plan, and a few countries are
well into working on this. If anyone need any
help, please send me an e-mail and I will try to
help as best as I can. I want to thank Stijn de
Frene for holding a presentation with regards to
RT Belgium's plan that goes until 2015.
Ê
The meeting, I am sure, could have lasted all
night, but we finished slightly after four oÕclock
(someone actually meant we finished closer to
five), and we were driven back to the hotel before
the evening home parties followed by the Pirate
party.
ÊI had a wonderful dinner at Daniels house, with
great food and company. After a few bottles of
wine and lots of laughter, we left for the party.
The party lasted again until the wee hours of
the night with the last ones making breakfast
before they went to bed.
Ê
The Dungeon at Akka
Saturdays meeting was held in the dungeon at
Akka, a wonderful medieval fort. The meeting
was, to my remembrance, very effective as Felix
and Felix were very strict sergeants of arms.
Harry and Harry from Austria (whom as told
both have a wife called Sabine?) were very
effective, and the minutes were sent out and
approved within a few days. During the meeting
we went through various subjects, and we had
a longer discussion on pricing of events. The cost
of the event has to be kept low so that Joe Tabler
can join. We all agreed that we do not need the
fanciest hotel or the most exclusive food. We
are Tablers and we want to Table. The meeting
closed with a banner exchange and a traditional
ÓpitaÓ lunch.
Ê
ThatÕs the end of the world
(as we know it)
We were given a few minutes to change and get
ready for the Gala event that was held at a
restaurant on the beach. During the Gala, a new
Table was chartered, and I wish to welcome all
once again and I am looking forward in seeing
all of you soon again. The food was great and we
could have partied well into the night but as we
all know things unfortunately have an ending.
Ê
Sunday morning came, and we said our goodbyes
and were bussed to the airport where some of
us were given the full security treatment but we
all made our flights before a stop at Mc Donald's.
Ê
Thank you all for organising this trip and we look
forward in seeing you all soon at a RTI function
again.
Ê
Daniel Forsberg - EMA Chairman
RTI Membership and Comm. Service Officer

Daniel Forsberg

EMA Chairman
and Round Table

International
Membership and

Community
Service Officer

ÓLive Round TableÓ
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Registrations for the RT
Mauritius Dodo Tour 2010
are now OPEN!
Ê
Come and join the Dodo Tour from May 9th to
13th in beautiful Mauritius, legendary for its
scenery and Table fellowship.
Ê
Round the island trip in 4 days with the most
beautiful spotsÉ
Ê
Sun. 9 May: Arrival in Mauritius and Table BBQ
Mon. 10 May: Trip along the West coast
Tues. 11May: Walk on the wild South
Wed. 12 May: Eastern fun (all day boat trip)
Thurs.13 May: The Sugar Route
Ê
Food, lodging (hosting and bungalows), local travel
and activities for Euro 249 per person for four
nights and four days of unforgettable moments.
Our pre-tour will be followed by RT Mauritius
AGM / RT Africa Regional Meeting 2010 from
May 14th to 16th, 2010.
Ê
For reservations, contact Bertrand Philogene on
bertrand.esl@intnet.mu

Round Table Estonia celebrates its
20th Anniversary on January 16, 2010

A Brief History of Round Table Estonia.
Here is an excerpt, written by the founding member of Round
Table Estonia, Andres Johannson, for the 10th anniversary of
RTE (originally published in Kroon Magazine nr. 20/21).
Ê
ÒAs it is with a lot of things in this world, many happen
coincidentally. It was the same with starting this RT [Estonia]
Club. In 1988 I was in the amusement park business, through
which I met Tapio Sariola, the manager of the biggest Tivoli
[amusement park] in Finland. He was the one who gave me
the idea. I met some people who were also interested in
creating an RT club in Estonia, these were: T›du Talvik, Peep
Lass, Vaho Klaaman and Aivar Soone. After some time we
were joined by Ain Alvin, Andres RŠmmi, Urmas JŠŠtma, Ivo
Laks and Raigo Roosve. These were the men who [actually]
started to meet and push RT [Estonia] business [forward]
until it was chartered.
Ê
While in the process of starting the club we came across
many problems. 1989 was still [the] Soviet Union era. For the
club to become officially registered [by law], it had to operate
in connection with a cultural establishment. My job then was
in the Song Festival Grounds, so the first RT [Estonia]
Club was actually registered in Tallinn Culture
Department as Round Table Club of Leisure Parks
Direction (Song Festival Grounds).
Ê
There was another club that was being formed at the same
time by Urmas Raidma, and some discussion over how to join
them. In the end, the Finnish Club that was sponsoring us, RT-
29 JŠrvenpŠŠ, kept pushing us to register, so at least there
would be a party to celebrate! Probably, and it was this
registration that decided who was the first real RT Club of
Estonia.Ê After registering in city government, we sent the
papers and the pennant to WOCO in 1989.
Ê
The beginning was quite nerve-wrecking. Just to accommodate
charter guests to Viru hotel we needed the Soviet UnionÕs
Ministry of CultureÕs permission from Moscow.Ê At that time
even food and drink was a problem. Interest towards the
charter was very big all over the world, as we were the first
country from the Eastern Block to be accepted into RT.
Around 150 guests from 13 different countries showed up.
Pekka Lšfgren, the then-IRO of the Finnish RT national
board helped a lot with spreading information all over the
world.
Ê
I remember another problem in connection with the
registration Ð WOCO kept on wanting to name us RT
Russia, the reason being that it still was soviet time here. Of
course we did not agree with that!Ê By 1990, there were
already 3 Estonian clubs under RT Finland, all registered as
one club named RT Baltic. I recently came across a blue
book from RT Finland, which correctly stated 2 clubs in Tallinn
and 1 in Tartu. Later on, after Estonia regained independence,
we finally became Round Table Estonia.Ò
Ê
Where we are now?
Today, Round Table Estonia is 13 Clubs strong and growing
each year, with new members from several different countries.Ê
RT Estonia is one of the most active organizations in the EMA
Region, with 145 active Tablers and a population of only 1.3
million people. ÊIn Estonia, you can find Round Table brothers
and friends of Round Table everywhere, in every part of daily
life.Ê It has become an important part of the positive and
altruistic personality of Estonians, and an intricate part of the
pattern which makes up the quilt of Estonian culture.Ê

Service Projects have included a childrenÕs fund,
which raises money to cloth and feed less-
fortunate children, scholarship programs for
university kids that need help to make it through,
environmental projects to help boost awareness,
and much more.Ê In the true spirit of Tabling,
RTE members are using their own initiative to
make their community stronger and healthier.ÊÊ
Ê
RT Estonia 20th Birthday Party
2010 marks the 20th anniversary year of Round
Table Estonia, and we are very pleased to bring
so many friends and brothers back to Tallinn to
celebrate this occasion!Ê RT Estonia Birthdays
are always fun-filled events, with lots of
brotherhood and history involved.Ê It is our
privilege to hold the event in Tallinn, Estonia,
which will be organized as always by RT-1, Tallinn.Ê
Please take a look at the flyer, which was created
specially for this yearÕs event. Round Table Estonia
has come a long way since the Soviet Era.Ê We
have Adopted the RT spirit and traditions into
our culture, Adapted them during difficult times
and better times in Estonia, and finally Improved
them to create an attractive and successful service
club organization that we can all be very proud
of.Ê
Ê
Come join us in Tallinn on 15-17.01.2010 for our
Birthday, and the Tabling experience of a lifetime!Ê

William Vesilind
Round Table Estonia National IRO
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RT Zambia AGM 2010
Ê
On behalf of Round Table Luanshya 9, and the Round Table
Zambia National Council, I wish to extend a warm invitation
to you at the occasion of the 35th Annual General Meeting
of our Association.
Ê

AGM Venue and Price
The Annual General meeting will be held from the 2nd to the
4th of April 2010 at Mukuba Hotel in the beautiful city of
Ndola, which is situate in Zambia's rich Copper mining Province
called the Copperbelt, 317km from the Capital City of Lusaka.
Ê
Mukuba Hotel is set on a 16 acre landscape, ranch style
retreat, 10 minutes away from the city of Ndola and 4km
from the Airport. Registration cost is K600,000 per person,
approximately US$130 or Û87. Participants are encouraged
to place their a accommodation bookings and make payments
early directly with Mukuba Hotel. For further enquiries and
reservations please contact: Tel: +260-212-651000/2/3
Fax: +260-212-651007/651012 ¥ mukhotel@zamtel.zm
mukhotel@microlink.zm
Ê

The Pre-Tour
There is of course the Òbig five tourÓ in the South Luangwa
National Park from the 30th March to the 2nd ÊApril 2010,
the precursor to the Annual General Meeting. Travelers to
Africa have dubbed South Luangwa as one of the greatest
unspoilt wildlife sanctuaries in the world, and not without
reason. Game viewing on the rich alluvial floodplainÕs and
oxbow lagoons of the Luangwa River, rivals with the best
found anywhere in Africa. A Luangwa safari has to be on top
of any Africa travelers list, it is truly a destination where one
can re-connect with the wild, a place of peace and tranquility.
Ê
The Luangwa River is the most intact major river system in
Africa and is the life blood of the park's 3,535 square miles.
The Park hosts a wide variety of wildlife, birds and vegetation.
The changing seasons add to the Park's richness ranging from
dry, bare bush veld in the winter to a lush green wonderland

in the summer
months. There are
60 different animal
species including
huge herds of
buffalo, elephant,
giraffe, zebra and
most of the other
common antelope
species found on
the continent. For
the "b i rders" ,
Luangwa boasts
over 400 different
bird species.
Ê
This three day tour promises you a rare
opportunity of seeing Elephants, Lions, Buffalos
and many other animals in their natural habitat,
and also a chance to appreciate the beauty of
the African wild. On arrival at Ndola, we shall
transport you to
the South Luangwa
National Park for
the tour and back
by a chartered air
plane in time for
t h e  A n n u a l
General Meeting
activities. The cost
of the pre-tour is
610.38 Euros
(US$880.47) .
This will take care
of your air fare
from Ndola to Mfuwe and back, Accommodation
at Mushroom Lodge, meals, National Park entry
fees and game drives. We have limited space so
book and make payments early.
Ê

Tabling with Integrity
The theme of the Annual General Meeting is
ÒTabling with IntegrityÓ, which is depicted by a
motif constituting an African shield and a spear.
The spirit and success of an African Army
depended on the integrity of its Warrior, his
spear and shield. Hence, it has been thought
appropriate that as we enjoy another anniversary
of our existence as an Association, we reflect on
the strength of these two pieces of combat
hardware and translate same in the way we Table
in order that we can make a difference in our
communities and also guard jealously the
existence and future of Tabling in Zambia.
Ê
We are determined to give you a memorable
Tabling experience. So feel free to get in touch
with any member of the convening committee
if you should require any assistance. If you are
an International Delegate, we look forward to
giving you a treat the Zambian way.
Ê
KALIBU MUKWAI!
Ê
Malaro Nyirenda
RT Zambia AGM 2010 Convenor
Follow the following link for further details:
http://www.roundtablezambia.org/2010rtzagm/2010main.htm

RT Arabian Gulf has a new
Association President
Ê
Round Table Arabian Gulf (RTAG) recently held its half yearly
meeting in Kuwait. At the meeting, Stephen Brown was elected
as the RTAG President, in replacement of Shonak Reshamwala
who had to resign for personal reasons. For more about
Round Table in Kuwait, please visit:www.roundtablekuwait.org
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RTI World
Meeting 2010
Tours
Ê
So... letÕs assume you are
coming to Dubai in late
September 2010 Ð is there
much to do?! Well we have
arranged the followingtours all guaranteed to be below the

best market price (for a comparable product)!
Ê

Day Desert Safari
Departing Dubai at around
10am and heading towards
the  dese r t  fo r  an
unforgettable and thrilling
drive through some of the
highest and most challenging
dunes in the UAE.Ê After a
spot of dune bashing, our
trip will take a stop at a
camel-breeding farm, as well
as stopping for photo
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d

refreshments at the more spectacular dunes.Ê We then head
to our traditional Bedouin camp in the middle of the desert.
Here you can ride a camel, smoke the hubbly bubbly pipe or
just sit back and relax with a range of beverages from our
well stocked bar.Ê You will then be served a sumptuous BBQ
lunch and a belly dancer will provide genuine Arabic
entertainment. You will be returned to Dubai at around 3 pm.
Approximate costs 225 DHS per person including lunch, soft
drinks and pick up. Daily tour.
Ê

Dhow Lunch
Cruise
Enjoy a leisurely cruise along
the creek as the traditional
Dhow glides silently through
the water.Ê This tour offers
an intriguingly different view
of this beautiful city. Admire
the architecture of places
such as the National Bank
of Dubai and the spectacular
Chamber of Commerce

Building. Feast on a sumptuous 5 star buffet before retuning
to the pier. Pick up for this is 12 noon and you will be returned
to the hotel at about 4pm. Approximate cost 175 DHS per
person including lunch, soft drinks and pick up. Daily tour.
Ê
Ê

Big Bus Tour
See Dubai as never before
from the top of a Big Bus,
the King of all sightseeing
vehicles. From the towering
Burj  Al  Arab to the
mysterious Gold and Spice
Souks, what better way is
there to see Dubai than
form the top of an open top
Double Decker bus?Ê Your
ticket is valid all day on both

the city and beach tours and you can hop on and of the bus
as many times as you like.Ê The first tour departs at 9am with
last departures at 5pm. Approximate Tour price 175 DHS per
person. Daily tour.

Deep Sea Fishing
The Arabian Gulf is a
renowned world class
fishing destination. Our well
equ ipped boats  and
experience skipper will give
you the chance to catch
various types of King Fish,
Hammour, and Sail Fish.
Deep sea fishing is a safe
learn ing exper ience ,
designed for people who want to experience
the excitement nature has to offer. Tours depart
daily at around 8am retuning at 12 noon.Ê
Approximate Price 350 DHS per person including
all bait, equipment and refreshments. Tour offered
daily subject to sea conditions and availability.
Ê
Sea Wings
Sea wings seaplane tours
offer you the opportunity
to take a 30 minute aerial
sightseeing tour of Dubai in
the world renowned
Cessna 208 Caravan
amphibian aircraft; let Sea
wings provide you with a
new and unique way to See Dubai as Never
Before. The World Islands, Palm Islands, Jumeirah
Beach, Dubailand, Sports City, Burj Al Arab, Burj
Dubai, Maritime City, Port Rashid and Festival
City are only some of the popular tourist sights
you may see on Sea wings scenic flight.
Approximate Price 995 Per Person. Daily tour
from Hotel.
Ê
Balloon Safari
Enjoy a Unique Perspective
of Dubai that will forever
remain etched in your
memory. Float gently in a
hot air balloon over the
giant sand dunes, wandering
camels, oases and rugged
mountains, while you marvel
at breathtaking views of
sunrise and its magical effect on the desert.
Approximate Cost 870 DHS per person. Pick
up at 5am retuning at approximately 10am. Tour
offered daily subject to weather conditions.
Ê
Abu Dhabi and
Grand Mosque
Trip
Enjoy this day trip to the
Capital of the UAE, Abu
Dhabi.Ê Your guided tour
will depart the hotel at 8.30
am before arriving at the
Grand Mosque Abu Dhabi
for a 1 hour guided tour of
one of the biggest mosques in the world.Ê You
will then be taken to the heart of the City, the
beautiful corniche where you will stop for lunch
followed by a visit to the Iranian and carpet Souk
and Heritage Village before retuning to Dubai
for 5pm. Approximate Cost 250 DHS per person
including Lunch. Tour offered daily except Fridays.
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Aqua-Venture at
Atlantis
on the Palm
Visible from miles offshore,
the Ziggurat is the centre
piece with its 27.5 metre
near vertical drop propelling
v i s i t o r s  t h ro u g h  a
submerged tunnel into a
shark  f i l l ed  lagoon .
Sensational downhill rides
and uphill coasters, a 2

kilometre long wave river with over 1 metre high waves and
a tidal wave pool. The Atlantean theme is ever present with
hieroglyphics, artifacts and bold architecture. Aqua-venture
also has its own magnificent 700 metre beach allowing visitors
to combine a day at the water park with theme by the sea.
Approximate Cost 250 DHS per person. Daily tour.
Ê

Ski Dubai and
Shopping
Discover the ultimate indoor
snow resort at Ski Dubai,
the first indoor ski slope in
the Middle East. Ski Dubai
offers an amazing mountain
themed snow setting to
e n j o y  s k i i n g  o r
snowboarding.Ê A slope pass
allows 2 hours of time on

the mountain and includes all equipment and clothing (except
hat and gloves) When you have finished feel free to spend
time shopping in the magnificent Mall of the Emirates.
Approximate Cost 180 DHS per person. Daily tour.
Ê
Spa Treatments at Jebel Ali
Beautiful, luxurious and set within stunning surroundings
overlooking the beach and Arabian Gulf, The Spa at the Jebel
Ali Golf Resort & Spa promises to take you on an extraordinary

journey of unsurpassed
holistic well being. A
member of ÔLeading SpasÕ,
The Spa truly defines itself
as a first-class wellness
faci l i ty incorporat ing
exhilarating contrasts from
around the world.
E x p e r i e n c e d  s p a
professionals who use the
premium spa product range
of Elemis, have created a
menu with more than 40
innovative face and body treatments designed
to rejuvenate body, mind and spirit. The Spa
features ten treatment rooms, a specialised
Hammam scrub room, spacious changing facilities,
a ladies majlis, relaxation lounge, spa boutique
and an extensive wet area with a Jacuzzi, steam
room, sauna and invigorating showers.Ê After
your treatment you can
relax in the ladies majlis or
relaxation lounge, where
complimentary herbal teas,
fruit juices and fresh fruit
will be served. Spa in Dubai
will take on a new meaning
of luxury and tranquility
after a visit to The Spa at
the Jebel Ali Golf Resort &
Spa.Ê Kindly note guests
must be 16 years or older
in order to use the facilities or book treatments
at The Spa. Prices are available on request.Ê
Treatments offered daily subject to availability.
Ê
WE LOOK FORWARD TO HELPING
YOU SEE DUBAI IN 2010!
Ê
Richard Miles and Rob Duce
RTI World Meeting 2010 Convening Team

7

A Christmas Tale from RT Bellville
Ê
Hi everyone

For the first time since school I am attempting to use a
thesaurus (knew I should have paid more attention during
that lesson). ÊI am also trying to use an Afrikaans/English
dictionary. ÊHeck, I am even looking at a couple of German
and French websiteÕs. ÊWhy am I doing this you ask? ÊBecause
I truly do not have the vocabulary or the capacity to express
the wonders I experienced and saw on Saturday, 05 December
2009. ÊThe memories I have taken away with me are deeply
etched into my mind.

On arrival at Fisantekraal police station (the pre-arranged
pick-up point) we saw the 36 children looking much excited
on an incredibly hot day. ÊEvery single one had a smile on
their face. ÊIt is clear that it has been explained to them what
was about to happen. ÊThe drive towards the Bellville Round
Table clubhouse seemed to be over very quickly as the children
were already having a great time in the busses.

On arrival at the clubhouse, they piled out of the busses and
ran to the volunteers (Tablers, friends and colleagues). ÊThis
was a bit emotional, as some of the younger children started

hugging people and held on for dear life. ÊWe
quickly organised them, gave them a little snack
pack and a cool drink and started putting them
into groups. ÊWe took some of them to the
jumping castles; some were given soccer balls to
play with and others started with the face painting.
ÊDuring all of this our kind hearted magician
randomly did some incredible card tricks that
fascinated everyone.
Ê
We initially started to rotate the groups to allow
everyone a chance to get to every event. ÊOnce
this was done, we allowed them to go wild. ÊYou
could see and feel the joy. ÊThe laughter and
happiness was absolutely contagious. ÊAfter some
"lekker" (much enjoyable !) free play, we decided
it was time for lunch. ÊThe burgers and chips hit
the spot for kiddies and volunteers alike. ÊEating
in the shade under a big tree was so much fun
for all of us.

Emo Adams arrived (with his lovely girlfriend
Michelle) and immediately the paparazzi
(okay...okay, us volunteers) started haunting him
for pictures and autographs. ÊAs soon as he was
free from us, he turned his full attention to the
children.
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They absolutely loved him!!!! ÊHe is obviously a great entertainer
and the kiddies could not get enough of him. ÊOur merry
magician started his magic show and complete wonder was
fixed on all the young faces. Who knew that a handkerchief
could transform into a lovely flower?!? ÊThe marionette puppet
show was also entrancing with Noddy, Big Ears and the "Kaapse
Klopse" quickly transferring all the children to a fantasy world.

At this point, we heard a lot of hooting and a new BMW M3
arrived with a beardless Father Christmas. ÊI completely forgot
to give him the beard when he went to get dressed! ÊThe
children did not mind though. ÊUpon seeing him, you could
feel and hear the excitement. ÊEveryone got a chance to sit
on Santa's lap and get a present. ÊIt was a bit difficult at stages
as some of the kids could not understand that the presents
they are getting are theirs to keep. ÊOne girl asked a volunteer
if it is okay if she can take it home with her. ÊAfter Santa, we
let the children enjoy their toys, from dolls to sparkling body
lotions and from jeeps to cricket sets; all presents seemed to
be VERY welcome. ÊWe also added some hula-hoops for
everyone. Emo stayed and played a few rounds of cricket with
everyone and then, all too suddenly, it was time to go.

At this point, the children were visibly exhausted. ÊTheir final
gifts (a hamper with toothpaste, canned fruits, baked beans,
plush toys some sweets and Christmas chocolates, etc.) were
loaded onto the busses to distribute to them at home. ÊYet
again some of us had to walk away to compose ourselves as
questions of Òcan we take some food homeÓ or Òmay I really
keep this foodÓ abounded.

As quickly as they came, they were whisked away by our
wonderful bus drivers. I know everyone wants pictures, but
we first need to go through them thoroughly. ÊWe must
remember that these children are all abused in some way,

shape or form and we need to respect their
privacy. ÊWe will discuss this with Badisa and find
out if it is possible to provide something.

I realised that the above is rather long and tedious
to read. ÊI understand that I do not have the
great journalistic aptitude to truly provide you
with a feeling of how the day made us all feel.
ÊEach and every volunteer had at least one special
moment with the children. ÊSome of them were
endlessly followed around with the kids seeking
nothing more than attention. ÊEmotional
encouragement was given to some who were
afraid of jumping castles and afterwards fearlessly
performing some incredible acrobatic feats.
ÊOthers were convinced (after some doing) that
they really may take home the presentsÉÉ.

I wish I could share all of this in the manner it
deserves.

What I can do is thank each and everyone who
provided us with assistance, items, money, thoughts
and prayers. ÊTo all of you who allowed us to
make this day special for these children. ÊTo
everyoneÉthank you from the bottom of my
heart on behalf of Bellville Round Table, Badisa
Trio and of course, the stars of the day, those
amazing young girls and boys!

Yours in Table
Ê
Johan Retief Miac
RT Bellville
RT Southern Africa, Western Province
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Africa Service Project
Ê
I have the pleasure to introduce this month a service project
initiated by RT Mauritius 3 a few months ago. The project is
exemplary in many aspects. First, it is a joint effort of two local
Tables who worked together in raising almost 40% of the overall
project cost. Secondly. it involves a local Foundation, the Germain
Comarmond Education Trust (GCET) in the financing, and last: the
cause is a good one. I personally know the School presented in
this article as my own Table raised funds for it several years ago.
At this point in time, RT Mauritius 3 which has jointly raised EUR
7,000 in a few months, now needs an extra EUR 6,500 to complete
the project in time. If you think your Table or Association can be
involved in this project, or if you need more information, please
contact RT Mauritius 3 Chairman Krishan or myself.
Ê
Yours in Fellowship through Projects,
Ê
Gilles Debert
RT Africa Chairman
RTI Secretary
Ê
EUR 4.00 to support the education of
an underprivileged child for 1 month
Ê
This project was set up by Round Table Mauritius No.3 (MRT3)
in April 2009 to provide financial support to underprivileged
children through the sponsoring of a specialised school Ð the
Complementary School of La Confiance Ð located in Barkly
over a period of two years.
The Barkly area hosts some of the most neglected families
in Mauritius and is known to have one of the highest school

exam failure rates in the
c o u n t r y .  T h e
Complementary School of
La Confiance is one of four
schools which offer primary
to  secondar y  l eve l
education to a total of 600
students. The courses are
run by over 100 young
volunteers f rom the
neighbouring region. The
school is managed by two
facilitators on permanent
employment and a few administrative staff.
Ê
Ê
Since its creation, the school has been relying
primarily on donations, but due to the world
financial crisis, some traditional partners of the
school have redirected their
funds elsewhere and the
schoolÕs future is under
threat.
Ê
The initial cost of this
project, which includes the
salary and administrative
costs and teaching materials
over two years for 150
children, was EUR 13,500
(EUR 4.00 per child) based
on a three-way fundraising

More than 100 volunteers work
for the School

F.r.t.l: RT Mauritius 3 Tablers Veekash, Ajay,
Krishan, Philippe, Nuvin and the School's Staff
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formula: local  publ ic
fundraising, local sponsorship
and international Table
donations.
Ê
In May 2009, MRT 3
associated itself with the
Germain Comarmond
Education Trust (GCET) to
look for local sponsorship.
A sum of 2,000 Euros has
already been donated to the
school since. Then, in

November 2009, MRT3 and MRT5 Tablers joined forces to
organise a public fundraising event and a total of EUR 5,000
has been collected in favour of the school.
Budget Split for the whole project

Ê
I n  o rd e r  t o
complete this
project, we are
now looking for
assistance from
the international
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Required
46%

(6,500)

MRT 3
19%

MRT 5
19%

GCET
16%

Table community for the remaining amount of
EUR 6,500 or more. It now costs less than EUR
2.00 per child!
Ê
Thank you for your support.
Ê
Krishan Deeljore
MRT3 Chairman 2009-2010
Email: d.deeljore@intnet.mu
Website: www.mrt3.org

ÔFreedom Through EducationÕ - RT
Belgium joining hand to RT Nepal
Ê
In December 2008, RT Eupen 50 decided to donate the funds
raised through their annual Gala event on April 30th to RT
Nepal for their project Òfreedom through educationÓ.
Ê
A first contact was done with RT Nepal with the National
President at this time, Sanjay Argawal. He suggested us to go
hand in hand with RT Biratnagar 15, as well with RT Biratnagar
11 for their respective school block projects in Biratnagar. RT
Eupen 50 asked for help in the RT Belgium Area 5 in order
to raise more money: thanks to RT Herve 104, RT Hannut

34, RT Li•ge 97, RT Spa 103,
RT Arlon 48 and RT
Chaudfontaine 88 for their
help.
Ê
Beside th is, my wife
Madeleine wanted also to
raise some funds in order
to help these children: she
collected at different Tables
and at her office (she is a
teacher) Û1,030 for school
material: benches and desks
could be sponsored, so that
the kids didnÕt have to sit on
the floor, as they usually have
to do!
Ê
O n  N ov  2 8 t h , t h e
inauguration of the first
school blocks was to be
done. For this purpose, I
traveled with my wife
Madeleine to Nepal. We
arrived at Kathmandu
Airport on Nov 25th in the
morning where we were
given a lift by the National
President of RT Nepal Manoj
Kedia. After a short Break
at the hotel, Sanjay Argawal
gave a sightseeing tour
through Kathmandu.Ê Our
first time in Nepal was quite
a strange experience: a really
totally different culture,

different way of life and after
all for us: the biggest traffic
mess weÕve ever seen in the
streets. But for people of
Nepal, it seemed totally ok.
After all everything was very
peacefulÉ
Ê
On Friday, we flew to
Biratnagar, where the school
was to be inaugurated. At
the airport again, we were
welcome by RT friends, this time by the Tablers
of RT 15 Biratnagar, a Table chartered only in the
beginning of this year, but already really active!
Ê
After a short break, we were invited to drive to
a mountain village and have some really great
wild chicken, a chicken only found in this area.
Ê
On Saturday morning, we got early up to move
to the new school blocks. The entire village was
present to celebrate this wonderful moment.
School kids, teachers, parents and all the Tabler
and their lovely wives didnÕt fail to show up for
this exciting event. After a few speeches, the
school was of f ic ia l ly
inaugura ted . So  RT
Biratnagar 15 and RT Eupen
50 were really happy to give
children the chance on one
of the most important
things in life: education.
Ê
For this project, 4 new
school blocks could be
realised, 3 for the classes
were 120 to 130 children
of class 11 and 12 could be
given lessons and one block for computer and
library. But still there is need for more: more
class rooms, better infrastructure and at least:
they need rest-rooms: in this place, the kids still
have to go through an open field near a water
hole to go for their need. Circumstances we
canÕt imagine in our country!
Ê
So for this project, RT Biratnagar 15 is still
trying to raise funds! If you feel to help

Welcome to Nepal




