
WhatÕs happening
For more events, check out the RTI Website at
http://www.rtinternational.org/Events/tabid/59/Default.aspx

Message from the RTI
President:
Live Round Table!
Ê
Dear Brothers in Round Table,
Ê
Welcome to this, the first edition of the RTI
Newsflash for the new 2009/10 RTI Season.
Ê
The Newsflash, along with the RTI Website
(www.rtinternational.org) and the annual RTI
Directory, is amongst the most powerful
communication tools in the international
world of Tabling. These tools help us to
perform one of the most important functions
in Round Table Ð the sharing of information.
I therefore invite you to make use of the
monthly Newsflash by sending your
con t r ibu t ions  to  the  Secre ta r y
(secretary@rtinternational.org) before the
10th of every month.Ê
Ê
I am happy to report that the new RTI Board
have taken over seamlessly from last yearÕs
board, thanks largely to the enormous efforts
put in by Past President George, Emiel, Ajay
and Malaro. I would like to take this
opportunity to once again thank them all for
their contributions in making Round Table
International function better, faster and more
effective.
Ê
You will meet the RTI Board in this edition
of the Newsflash, and I assure you, they are
a dynamic and dedicated group of young
men! Our vision for the year is to
continue building and developing our
3-Year Vision implemented last year.
Ê
To this effect, with your assistance, we will
seek to continue;
Ê
¥ building the brand of Round Table

International Ð making Round Table more
visible and desirable

¥ ensuring that every Association prepare a
solid and practical membership plan by
assisting wherever possible

¥ improving communications locally, regionally
and globally

¥ improving the image of Round Table
International locally, regionally and globally

¥ improving in true spirit relations with 41
Club and Ladies Circle and a fully
international representative body of Past
Circlers

¥ actively promoting the creating of Round
Table Associations in countries where we
have had no representation to date

Round Table Events Calendar
(October 2009-March 2010)
Regional RTI Events in gold-bold

15-18/10/09ÊAGM - RT Cyprus - Limassol
16-17/10/09 Anniversary - RT 203 - Dublin 60th Charter Dinner
22-25/10/09 NTM 09 - Tallinn - Estonia
23-25/10/09 RT France National Family Games - Nantes
24/10/09 RT Italy - 1st National President meeting - Cesena
26-30/10/09 RT Dive Week - RT Malta
29-05/11/09 RT France National Board Meeting - NoumŽa
30-01/11/09 AGM - RT Malta
05-08/11/09 AGM - RT Madagascar, Antananarivo
06-08/11/09 RT Italy - National off-road rally 4x4 - Faenza
14/11/09 RT Italy - 1st National Vice-President - Siena
16-19/11/09 EMA - IROs Meeting - Pre Tour
19-22/11/09 EMA - IROs Meeting - Haifa, Israel
27-29/11/09 RT France National Board Meeting - OrlŽans
27/11/09 RT Italy - ÒPinguino d'oroÓ - Modena
08-10/01/10 Round Table India AGM pre and post tours
15-17/01/10 CNR & Nat. Committee Meeting - RT France - Montlu•on
23-30/01/10 RT Italy - Euro Ski Meeting - Pinerolo
28-31/01/10 RT Ski Weekend in SŠlen, Sweden
12-14/02/10 RT Venice - International Carnival - 2010
20-01/03/10 RT India - Peacock Mass Tour 2010 - South India
24-25/02/10 CTM 2010 - Pre Tour
25-28/02/10 CTM 10 - Li•ge - Belgium
02-11/03/10 RT India - Peacock Mass Tour 2010 - North India
03-22/03/10 RT New Zealand - Nevill Bullock Trust Mass Tour
11-14/03/10 RT Euro Spa - RT Hungary
12-14/03/10 RT Norway - Hakapikken 2010
14/03/10 Round Table Day 2010
25-28/03/10 STM 2010 - Cyprus
27/03/10 RT Italy - 2nd National President meeting - Piacenza

Continued on next page...
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Obituaries:
In Memoriam of a Great
Tabler Ð Ben Hamilton

It is with great sadness that RT Southern
Africa informs us of the passing of Ben
Hamilton, RT Florida 21 Chairman.

Ben passed away on midnight on 15 Sept.
2009, after a long illness. The RTI Board
salutes a Great Tabler and extends its
condolences to the his family, Tablers of
RT Florida 21, and all of us who had the
chance to meet Ben in RT events. RIP.Ê

Rikus
Badenhorst

Round Table
International

President

ÓLive Round TableÓ



¥ questioning and updating RTI Board Members roles and
functions in order to ensure that our member associations
are served better and more efficiently through effective
administration.

No one will deny that we are certainly living in interesting
times, with the only constant being change. We are experiencing
tough financial times all over the world, placing additional
pressure on the young families to make ends meet. Despite
this, or maybe because of this, Round Table continues to thrive
and grow from strength to strength. Never has Round TableÕs
motto of Adopt, Adapt, and Improve been more relevant than
right now. As modern, committed and socially responsible
young men, we continue to contribute on all levels of society
by Adopting ideas that have proven sound in the past, Adapting
them to suit the current climate we live in and, where possible,
Improving these ideas to the benefit of generations that will
follow us.
Ê
As members of a 82-year young, 33,000-plus strong organisation
(and growing!!!!) represented in 45 countries worldwide, we
as Round Tablers will continue to promote fellowship and
understanding amongst our peers, we will continue to assist
those who are less fortunate than ourselves and we will
continue to dedicate ourselves to the principles found in our
Constitution Ð on a daily basis.
Ê
Someone clever once said that if you live your life to the
fullest, you only need one life, you wonÕt need to come back
for another!
Ê
In order to live a full life, I believe one needs to try
and make your life matter.
Ê
Living a life that matters doesn't happen by accident. It's not
a matter of circumstance but of choice. I think that all of us
who are members of Round Table have decided, at some stage
in our lives, whether it is consciously or unconsciously to live
a life that matters. The day that we accepted an invitation to
our first Round Table function, was the first step in fulfilling
this decision.

Continued on next page...

I believe with all my heart, that Round Table offers
us the opportunity to make a difference in peopleÕs
lives, whether it is on a service level or on a
friendship level.
Ê
Through the aims and objects of Round Table,
we have the opportunity to build relationships.
We have the opportunity to plough back into
our communities a small share of what we are
blessed with as individuals. We have the
opportunity to make our lives significant by acting
with integrity, compassion, courage and sacrifice
to enrich, empower and encourage those around
us to emulate our example.
Ê
It is only by becoming passionate about Round
Table, by embracing all aspects of Tabling and by
choosing to make Round Table a part of you and
your familyÕs daily life, that you will be able to
derive the real benefit of Tabling Ð building
character.
Ê
We as members of Round Table have chosen to
ÒLive Round TableÓ Ð and in doing so, are living
lives that matter, proudly.
Ê
Never for one moment doubt that your actions,
on a daily basis, have the ability to attract or
repel potential members Ð wear your Round
Table pin daily as if your livelihood depends on
it, you will be amazed by the result.
Ê
Lets have a great year filled with Fellowship and
Fun Ð lets LIVE ROUND TABLE!
Ê
YiLT
 (Yours in Living Table)

Rikus Badenhorst.

Message from the RTI Vice-President:
Ready for the Job (and coffee making)
Ê
Fellow Tablers,
Ê
Our World Meeting is over. You have made your decisions on
who is to lead this great organisation for the coming year,
and here I am now ready to get down to the job.
Ê
As always the first thing an RTI VP does is prepare a round
of coffee!! This first test I believe I manage to scrape through,
but it is what comes next that is most important!
Ê
My main role as Vice President is to observe the goings
on in the Round Table world and plan ahead for my
Presidential year and beyond. We have entered the second
year of the 3 year plan set out in the Vision Document. My
aim is to build on this document in order to keep up the
momentum to ensure a stronger future for our great
organisation.
Ê
My other role is to be the main contact person to all
association Vice Presidents, so please I am only an email

or phone call away. Whatever is on your mind,
do share it. Remember that by the next AGM in
Dubai, each association needs to have a concrete
Membership Plan in place, so please discuss it
between you and let me know where I can help.
It is only by sharing ideas and putting forward
suggestions
that we can make ourselves stronger.
Ê
Lastly, I will be overseeing the content of
the RTI Website (www.rtinternational.org).
We have a great website with loads of information
and news but we need to keep it alive by updating
it and adding more features. Once again, it is
YOUR website so contact me if you would like
to see something on it.
Ê
I look forward to meeting many new faces over
the coming years so encourage your fellow Tablers
to travel more and get to know the great world
of Round Table!
Ê
Yours in Table,
Steve Ganado

Steve Ganado

Round Table
International

Vice President

ÓLive Round TableÓ



help a friend in need and most importantly be
available for your questions. I am planning to
travel extensively and will try to visit all that I
can. Not only for AGMs but more importantly
to visit where I can help and motivate. Please
feel free to invite me if there is something special
that you want to do. I am also able to forward
info and to find some.
Ê
I am not only the EMA chairman but also the
Membership and Community Service
Officer on the International board. This means
that I will work hard to implement the RTI
Charity Project that will be chosen. I will also be
able to forward info and questions with regards
to community service. If you in your Table has
done something special please forward it to me
because others want to find out.
Ê
Secondly I am in charge of membership. This task
is a collaboration with the RTI Vice President
Steve Ganado as this moves in so many ways.
We will try to do our utmost in order for the
organisation to grow and to motivate smaller
organisations to become greater.
Ê
If you need me please send me an e-mail at
membership@rtinternational.org
Ê
Yours in International Tabling
Daniel Forsberg

Message from the EMA Chairman:
I did - We do - You can
Ê
¥ Do you want to meet like minded friends all over

the world?
¥ Do you want to be shown new places by locals?
¥ Do you want to learn more about your community?
¥ Do you want to make a difference?
Ê
If they answer yes to any of the above, then they should be
a Tabler and be part of the worlds largest organisation of
people who care!
Ê
I was inducted to Round Table on the 2nd of June 2002 in
Bergen, Norway. Being Swedish and having recently located
to Bergen it was like taking 20 friends with me. These new
friends treated me like I was an old friend, and instant family
feeling. Being a Tabler; we are like minded fellows and this is
felt the world over no matter what race or religion. ItÕs like
winning the friendship lottery.
Ê
Since being a Tabler I have been Table Chairman, Treasurer
and Master of Ceremonies for my local region, before becoming
District Chairman and most recently National IRO for Norway.
I have met people from all over the world and keep regular
contact with them.
Ê
So what do I plan to do as EMA chairman for the coming
year of 2009-2010. Hmm it is not a question easily answered.
My goals for the year is to inspire Joe Tabler in any country,

Continued on next page...
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International
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Message from the RT Africa Chairman:
Fellowship through projects
Ê
Round Table Africa - known as Òthe African RegionÓ before
the Africa Region Meeting 2008 in Botswana, where the name
and logo were changed to meet the RTI branding guidelines,
is the oldest Region within RTI, with its first Chairman A.
Anderson from RT Zambia having held office in 1976/ 1977.
Ê
It is also one with many challenges due to cost of travel,
economic downturns or political turmoil that affect some
countries in the region once in a while. Yet this is a Region
where Tabling has been present over 50 years, with great
prospects for extension, and also a Region where society
needs far exceed our TablesÕ fundraising abilities.
Ê
My objectives for RT Africa are in terms of membership via
extension, and fellowship through projects.
Ê
Thanks to the efforts of my immediate predecessors and the
support of RT Mauritius and RT France, RT Madagascar joined
(back) RT Africa, and was promoted to RTI Full Membership
at the World Meeting 2009. I believe having RT Madagascar
on board as our 8th full member, will really enhance the
diversity of our Region and I look forward to seeing their
contribution to our meetings in the future.
Ê
But there is some time we have not seriously considered the
extension of the Region to other countries. Maybe it is too
late for the French speaking countries of North and West
Africa who already joined the EMA Region, but isnÕt it time
we consider seriously extension in Tanzania, Mozambique,
Ethiopia, Angola, or DRC ?
Ê
I make an appeal to those who read these lines, if you have
business, family or friendship contacts Ð even better, an ex-
Tabler, living in any of those countries (or others in the Region),
please share them with us, tell us how we could help promoting

Round Table with them, and letÕs start something.
Without a network, there is nothing we can do,
but this is where we should start, even if it takes
some years to complete.
Ê
The second objective is to facilitate the kind of
fellowship that lasts longer, fellowship through
projects.
Ê
Already in Africa, several Tables conduct significant
projects for the socially deprived along with
European Associations who help with funding.
They can often raise more funds and faster than
us in Europe, and we live where most of the
needs are, especially for kids.
Ê
We should promote North/ South collaborations
of similar nature, for instance by opening a special
column in the Newsflash where our Tables could
propose projects every month. This kind of
collaboration not only directs assistance where
it is most needed, but is also a great fellowship
opportunity for both parties. Sure, it is not a
substitute for locally funded projects, but it does
help bringing them to another level.
Ê
Thanks to RT Southern Africa initiative, the
Region has adopted the idea of holding an annual
RT Africa IROs Meeting, to take place during the
RTSA AGM 2010 in Hartenbos this year. I urge
all Associations in the Region to send their
National IRO to this gathering, discuss the
progress weÕve made on these objectives, and
continue to set the pace for the future of RT
Africa !
Ê
YiLTÊ
Gilles Debert



Continued on next page...

Boogie in Bangalore:
RTI President Reports on Ladies Circle
International AGM 2009
Ê
Arriving in Bangalore
With much anticipation I arrived at the Airport in Bangalore
- this was to be the first time I attended a LCI conference,
and my first official trip as RTI President, and apart from
imagining that it had to involve a lot of lovely ladies and lots
of fun, I wasnÕt sure what to expect. I was in for an incredible
weekend!
Ê
I was met at the airport by the Vice Chairman of Area 6, Tr.
Sunil Bhatia on Thursday afternoon, and was whisked away to
the opening ceremony of the LCI Conference. By the time I
got there, the celebrations was in full swing, with the dance
floor busy, the tables buzzing and ladies enjoying food from
all the many footstalls set up on both sides of the venue Ð a
true culinary delight, with local and international eats on offer.
The venue of the opening ceremony also served as the local
cultural centre and this was put to great use by 7 Circlers
and their husbands, who got (re-)married in the traditional
Indian style. Surely a highlight for them and all who took the
time to follow the ceremony!
Ê
With the gracious company of Outgoing LCI President Seetha
Venkatesh and RT India President Himanshu Gupta and many
other Circler and Tabler friends, the evening became a
celebration of fun, fellowship and Ice Cold Kingfisher Beers
Ð the perfect way to start any AGM!
Ê
The AGM
After brief but very comfortable rest in the Hotel Ishya

(belonging to Himanshu and Girish), I was taken
to the venue of the LCI AGM. Most impressive
for me this morning, was the amount of floor
members present to celebrate the AGM along
with the LCI Board and Councillors from each
country.
Ê
My presence as President of RTI was graciously
acknowledged and I was given the opportunity
to address the floor. I complemented the Circlers
on their fantastic attendance of the AGM (some
500 members were present) and thanked Pres.
Seetha and Vice President Kjersti for the invitation,
hospitality and opportunity to address the
meeting. I congratulated LCI on achieving 50
years of circling and changing peopleÕs lives, and
on behalf of Round Table International, wished
Ladies Circle International a wonderful 50 years
of ÒGolden TouchÓ Circling ahead. One of the
issues I raised was the absence of RTI in the aims
and objects of LCI, which I am sure, will not take
much effort to correct, as this will then correctly
reflect our mutual ÒSide-By-SideÓ commitment.
Ê
I also invited LCI to consider joining RTI in a
joint publicity campaign during the year, which
would involve taking the RTI and LCI banners to
all the highest point in each country where we
have representation on a voluntary basis. Details
of this campaign will follow once we have worked
out the finer details. Of course, I also extended
a warm RTI invitation to LCI Incoming Pres
Kjersti to attend our AGM in Dubai 2010 as our
guest.

LCI President:
Kjersti and

RTI President
Rikus

Badenhorst

Message from the Asia Pacific Chairman
Ayubowan...
Ê
With this traditional welcome from my country srilanka, let
me introduce my self to those who donÕt know me, I am
Romesh Fonseca and I am honoured and privileged to be
appointed as the Asia Pacific chairman and RT International
Treasurer for 2009 Ð 2010. I am excited about the opportunity
given to me and hope to serve to the best of my ability.
Ê
The Asia Pacific Region is the newest region incorporated
into Round Table International. I aim to strengthen Tabling in
the region, within the focus of our President.Ê
Ê
I have been a Tabler since 1994 but my International journey
into Round Tabling began in 2004, after the Tsunami, when
our little island Nation was engulfed with the biggest natural
disaster the world has seen.Ê
Ê
Round Tabling gave me the opportunity to give back to my
country. I took the challenge and offered my services to RT
Sri Lanka with the rebuilding process of some of the schools
that were devastated by the tsunami. With the generous
contributions from members of the Round Tables all over the
world and Round Table International we saw it to its successful

trust place in me and will ensure to continue the
good work done by the past chairman Tr. Ajay
Handa.ÊÊ
I will also strive to facilitate within the region joint
service project between member associations
with fellowship & community service activities.
Ê
As your Treasurer, I assure you of prudent financial
management & that I will adhere to timely
accounting procedures/standards.
Ê
Our president, Rikus has the perfect theme ÒLive
Round TableÓ. With it, you as Tablers have the
perfect opportunity to enjoy your Tabling and
make a difference, by taking an idea and adopting
it, make the relevant changes to apply it to the
situation and adapt it into your life. Make the
improvements needed and share it with your
fellow Tablers. I hope you will also take the
opportunity to enhance the lives of the less
fortunate by doing community service in your
Country, Region and Internationally. So make the
change.
Ê
Yours in Living Table
Romesh Fonseca

Romesh Fonseca

Asia Pacific
Chairman and
Round Table
International

Treasurer

ÓLive Round TableÓ



Continued on next page...

Before the main business of the day started, I was ÒabductedÓ
from the meeting (with permission of LCI Pres Seetha Ð thank
you!) by members of Bangalore Metro Round Table 44, in
order for me to visit a fantastic local Round Table project.
Ê
Round Table School
(see RT Bangalore Metro 44 article in this edition)

What a surprise when I arrived at a local school, serving the
poorest of the local poor, with beautifully maintained grounds
and classrooms, administered and funded by the members of
Round Table 44 in Bangalore! The school is named ÒThe Round
Table SchoolÓ and started in 1986 as a feeding scheme for
kids from the local slums in the area. Children of the local
Roopena Agrahara village, who would have been destined to
a life of abuse and childhood labor, were given an opportunity
to attend the school, developed and funded by Round Table,
and received not only free education, food and uniforms, but
also the gift of being able to live lives as normal children.
Ê
The school currently caters for some 650 children, and is still
wholly administered and funded by the committed members
of RT 44 in Bangalore. It was a truly humbling experience to
chat to the very polite kids, assist in serving lunch, and meeting
the committed staff under the leadership of a remarkable
headmaster of some 10 years. I will never forget this visit and
the opportunity to have experienced the look of joy in the
childrenÕs eyes at this fantastic Round Table initiative. A very
sincere thank you to the members and families of RT 44 Ð
you should be very proud of the fact that you have the
opportunity to save so many lives through the efforts of your
school!
Ê
The visit to the Round Table school was completed by a
delightful lunch at one of the local Golf clubs in the company
of members of Round Table Bangalore 44, thank you to
Chairman Vishwa and the rest of the lads for your hospitality
(and the cold Kingfisher BeerJ)
Ê

Rikus ÒKi MehfilÓ
(Ki Mehfil -
Celebration/Party
of...)
Just when I thought the
day had presented all the
highlights possible Ð
another huge surprise
lay in store. Due to the
fact  that  the LCI
Presidents welcoming

cocktail reception that evening was going to be followed by
house parties hosted at a variety of venues, permission was
once again sought and granted to ÒabductÓ me to a party to
meet all the Tablers of Area 6.
Ê
The format was an informal get together, and presented a
wonderful opportunity to meet, on a one-on-one basis, the
local Tablers of Area 6 as well as the executive of the Area.
Tr. Kapil Vyas, the Area 6 Fellowship convenor went all out
and arranged a party to remember, complete with a ÒBuffaloÓ-
bar, welcoming posters, traditional dress for me, personalised
name tags and much to enjoy by way of liquid refreshments
at a local hotel. The evening was well attended and after a few
speeches and the exchange of banners, the party soon

developed into a celebration of fantastic Tabling
hospitality and fun, in true ÒNawabi StyleÓ. It was
with some relief and much fond memories when
my tired body met a willing bed in my hotel
room at 04h00 in the morning! Well done to
Kapil, Area 6 Chairman Kushalappa and RT India
President Himanshu and all the local Tablers for
a truly unforgettable evening!
Ê
Saturday Lunch
The pace of the weekend was relaxed slightly
with a champagne lunch hosted at the lovely
home of Tr. Sunil and Kajol Bhatia, where I had
the opportunity of meeting with his brother and
father, both past Tablers. The lunch was perfect,
just like the company, and time went by too fast.
Ê
The Gala Dinner
The Gala dinner
was hosted at a
fantastic function
venue outside the
m a i n  c i t y  o f
Bangalore . The
v e n u e  w a s
d e c o r a t e d
beautifully, and all
the arrangements
w e r e  m a d e
meticulously for all
the attendees to
have a fantastic evening. Plated food for all the
guests was complimented by a very entertaining
show celebrating womanhood and all the
beautifully dressed Circlers attending. The
felicitations and eloquent speeches lent an air of
grace to the evening and the company at my
Table was superb. Seetha Venkatesh was
congratulated by her peers for a fantastic year
as President of LCI and her outgoing speech
reflected the impact she and her outgoing board
had made in the world of Circling Ð a very good
testimony of how here theme ÒGolden Touch of
CirclingÓ touched the lives of so many.
Ê
The evening climaxed with the induction of Kjersti
Irgins of LC Norway as the President of Ladies
Circle International 2009/10. KjerstiÕs theme for
the year is ÒYou will Never Walk AloneÓ and from
the discussions we shared, I am sure that the
bonds between RTI and our sister organisation
will only grow from strength to strength this
year. Best wishes to the newly inducted LCI
Board for the year that lies ahead!
Ê
In closing, my sincere thanks to Past LCI Pres
Seetha, LCI Pres Kjersti, Hosting Association
President Manila Jain of LC India and all the
Circlers and Tablers who worked so hard to
make the weekend the success that it was, you
were wonderful hosts and are all special friends!
Ê
Rikus Badenhorst, Round Table International,
President, ÊÓLive Round TableÓ

Rikus in
Bangalore -

Partying again
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be a forum solely dedicated to discussing the
motions to be voted in the afternoon during the
EGM. There were four of them, dealing with the
closing of one of the Table with no member,
Mombasa Nyali RT 25 (and specifically dealing
with them having formed a trust just before
closure), amending the RTEA Constitution to
incorporate minimum number of members per
Table (model: RT The Netherlands), adopting a
Code of Conduct (model: RT Sweden), and dealing
with resolutions presented by NDRT 23.
Ê
The forum started, and only the first proposed
motion about Nyali RT 25 took 2 hours of
discussion ! Discussion continued about the
membership motion (RTEA adopted a minimum
of 10 members per Table in their Constitution,
plus guidelines to grow on a +1 basis every year)
and a Code of Conduct, also to be adopted later
one. After over 4 hours of meeting that was time
for lunch at a pizza place nearby. A good
opportunity for everyone to relax and get ready
for the reconvened AGM. Quorum was there
this time, but could not be closer... And there
were highlights:
Ê
-ÊÊBudget 2009/ 2010: just like the previous year,

the budget is approved with a staggering Û3,200
deficit, financed from reserve funds (the entire
reserve !), explicitly showing the Association
challenges to finance its activities, especially
travels. I intervene on this point to suggest the
Association run some private fund raising such
as an AGM Souvenir Magazine or a sponsored
RTEA Directory, to finance its activities. In
spite of its 11 Tables with 2 or + members,
RTEA runs on a budget inferior to RT Mauritius
with its 4 TablesÉ The suggestion was
welcomed and approved by the Meeting.

-ÊÊRTEA Board 2009/ 2010: no nomination was
received for any position, and for personal
reasons VP Vinay C. Shah (there were 2 Vinay
Shah in the RTEA Board Ð the âCÔ denotes the
VP 2008/ 2009 !) ... decided to step down and
not to take the ChairÉ After some discussion
and several attempts to find a President, Gugu
Panesar (Equator RT 28 and already RTEA
President in 2007/ 2008) agreed to take back
the Association Chair for the rest of the term.
From then on, the rest of the Board was filed
with Tablers from NDRT 23 & Thika RT 19,
with Vinay C. Shah eventually agreeing to stay
as VP one more year.

-ÊÊAGM 2010: will be convened by Eldoret RT
12.

Ê
The EGM ended around 18h30 after weÕd spent
some 8 hours of meeting or so ! The evening
was a relax one in a local Sikhs social club with
friendly atmosphere, a mix of bhangra music &
English Premier League soccer on TV, and good
Indian food.
Ê
The next day Sunday, what we have planned Vinay
and I, was to hold some informal meeting with
the new Board to discuss the future of RTEA
and subsequent course of action. That was an

regrouping Tables from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia and
Eritrea. In 1985, Mauritius (then RT 15 - now Mauritius RT 1)
and Seychelles (then RT 17 - now Seychelles RT 2), which
were also members of RTEA, left to form ARTIO. At its peak,
RTEA used to boost some 400 members, most of them living
in Kenya. Nowadays, all but two of the 14 surviving Tables are
in Kenya, for a total membership of just 72. Plans to re-charter
Dar-Es-Salaam RT 4 in Tanzania unfortunately have not been
successful yet. But the saddest reality is that 3 out of 14
Tables simply haveÉ no members (this includes one of
the two non-Kenyan Table, Jinja Nile RT 9) and have/ will be
closed down. Another 6 Tables in RTEA have 2 to 4 members
only.
Ê
At the end of the day, only 5 Tables, all Kenyan, represent
75% of the total head count: Mombasa RT3, Eldoret RT
12, Thika RT 19, Nairobi District RT 23 and Equator RT 28
(Kisumu) all have 8 to 14 members each for a total ofÊ 54
members.
Ê
RTEA is therefore an Association which is facing many
challenges.
Ê
AGM or EGM?
The RTEA 55th AGM 2009 in Elmentaita on 1 May
2009 could not be conducted due to lack of quorum (the
quorum for General Meetings is 75% in RTEA !). The meeting
was subsequently reconvened in the form of an EGM
on 29 August 2009 in Nairobi, and in the meantime, the
2008/ 2009 RTEA Board headed by Vinay Shah (Mombasa
RT3) remained in office. President Vinay of course has been
under a lot of pressure from the past RTI Board and his own
members to conduct an AGM properly, and rightly so.ÊVinay
is a good friend of mine, he stayed at my place when he came
to Mauritius, and we met some 8 times (I stopped counting
in fact). Vinay is a top-caliber Tabler, living passionately his Table
life, totally unbiased and willing to serve. For all these reasons
I decided I wanted to be by his side during this reconvened
AGM. Although this was not a planned trip in the RTI Budget,
I seized the opportunity of a business trip to South Africa just
prior to this week-end, to extend to Nairobi on the way back
home. If you are interested, just check a map because it is still
a 4 h/ 4h30 flight every time !
Ê
Ice Breaker Party
I arrived in Nairobi on Friday 28/08 in the evening, met at the
airport by RT Nairobi District 23 (RTND 23) Chairman Bobby
Singh Virdee. We immediately headed to a ÒIce BreakerÓ get
together (they called it that way) attended by a dozen of
Tablers from Nairobi and the outgoing RTEA Board, where
I met some guys I knew already (Vinay, Manjit, Vikash !), and
others I was happy to meet for the first time. After several
Tusker beers, we moved to a restaurant serving local Indian
favorites, and finished the night in true Round Table fellowship
with RTND 23 mates.
Ê
A day long in meeting !
After some rest at my hostÕs compound Shrikesh Kanabar
(RTND 23 IRO) and his wife Rina, the next day Saturday was
EGM Day. President Vinay has planned it so the morning would

Gilles Debert

Round Table
Africa Chairman
and Round Table

International
Secretary

ÓLive Round TableÓ

RT AfricaÊ Chairman
Report on RT Eastern
Africa EGM
Ê
Context
RT Eastern Africa, chartered in the
fifties by RTBI, is one of the three
oldest RT Associations in Africa,
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interesting meeting for me and I was glad to see the
commitment of the new Board to continue building on what
the outgoing Board had done. I spent the rest of the afternoon
with Shrikesh and family in a very pleasant up-market shopping
mall called the Village (where 2 Tablers have shops), and flew
back to Mauritius overnight.
Ê
Conclusion:
I will keep regular contact with all Board members during this
coming year, and plan to be present at their 2010 AGM to
hopefully witness the positive evolution since that week-end.
This was my first visit to an Association as Regional Chairman,

and RTEA expectations for my visit were
obviously high Ð many told me so. I hope I was
up to their expectations. Future will probably
tell.
Ê
I do thank RTEA Tablers for their very warm
welcome and hosting Ð especially Shrikesh, and
enjoyed great fellowship at all time with all of
you guys.
Ê
YiT
Gilles Debert

Round Table 50 Eupen (Belgium)
did the Oxfam Trailwalk 2009!
Ê

ÒYes we did it !Ò
Ê
The weekend of 29th and 30th of August, the second edition
of the Oxfam Trailwalk took place in the German speaking
Community of Belgium. The aim of Oxfam and this event is
to support the poorest and the needy of this world.
Ê
The first Oxfam Trailwalk that was organized in Hong Kong
25 years ago. Since then, it takes place a few times per year
all over the world. So for the first time, Oxfam came last year
to the eastern part of Belgium to do this walk and to raise
money for their social projects. ÒInfectedÓ then by the effort
people are able to do for a good cause, we decided to take
part at this event this year.
Ê
The rules of the Trailwalk are:
Ê
¥ Raise 1500 Euros starting fee, money that Oxfam spend

for their social activity
¥ Build up a team of 4
¥ Walk 100 kilometres in 30 hours
¥ At least 3 of a team has to finish the trail
Ê
This year, 162 teams started the Trailwalk. A trail, that was
this year, quite hard to cope, because of the diversity of the
trail: asphalt, single trail, course of a river, up and down through
the wonderful landscape of the ÒHertogenwaldÓ and the
Òhohes VennÓ.
Ê

Our main goal was to catch the
100 km in the time limit by all
4 of us, so the team spirit was
one of the most important things
in this event. We started the walk
at 07 am on the Marketplace of
Eupen in a group of 650
par t ic ipants : A lex Pons,
Christophe Breuer (Bršš),
Stephan Koonen (RT 50 Eupen)
and Tom Radermacher.

Ê
We reached the first Checkpoint at km 12 after 2 hours. Our
supporter team was waiting already for us to provide us with
food, drinks and stuff we needed that moment. Fredo Nyssen,
RT 50 Eupen Tabler and my wife Madeleine coordinated this
team.
Ê
Still in a good mood, we started to the next Checkpoint

ÒTernellÓ that we reached 3 hours later at km
28. ÊThe first difficult part of the trail started
here: we had to go along a small river on marsh
land for nearly 1 hour and a half, then still 6 km
to go to the next checkpoint, this one on the
top of Belgium: the highest point of the trail was
reached. Here, we could see already how difficult
the whole event was: the first participants
surrendered at this point of km 43.
Ê
We were quite lucky
because we had the chance
that the wife of a RT 50
Tabler is pedicure and
treated our feet in a
professional way. And this
was important because the
first bristlesÕ appeared at
that moment. After 50
minutes of rest we went on
to the next checkpoint: all
the way down again to km
54 where we didnÕt stop
because the invasion of mosquitoes. So we went
immediately to checkpoint km 62. At that moment
we were all in a bad mood: the sun was going
down, our feet were aching, our back was feeling
like the one of an old man, and at least we still
had to do 40 km. So we reached with quite our
last power this checkpoint where we got a short
massage for our calves.
Ê
It was now 22.30 late in the evening as we decided
to go to the next checkpoint: to checkpoint
ÒGileppeÓ at km 74. It was like moving without
getting forward. Nobody was talking, walking
very slowly, and trying to do his best to get to
this checkpoint. We were at the point of surrender,
shouting at each other to go on, when we
suddenly saw the lights of the checkpoint. To our
big surprise not only the staff and other teams
were waiting there and getting treated, but also
12 good friends of us: Tablers of RT 50, their
wives and the national president of RTB Ð Stijn
De Frene and, waiting in the middle of the night
(02.00 AM) for us to encourage us not to forsake,
giving us warm clothes, food and drinks, and the
best thing for us to happenÉÉÉÉwalking with
us for 9 km to the next checkpoint.
Ê
This one we reached at 04.25 AM at km 81. Only
19 km left, and we were sure now to reach our

Supporter treating
the feet of Stephan
Koonen at KM 74
at 02h30 in the

morning
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ÊFor more information: www.oxfamtrailwalker.be
Ê
See you maybe at the next year edition of the
Oxfam Trailwalk !
Ê
Yit,
Ê
Bršš
Christophe Breuer D.O., BSc (Hons) Ost.
National IRO RT Belgium
** Be A Team Player **
Table Ronde 50 Eupen
Past-President 09/10
iro@roundtable.be

goal. The first rays of sunshine warmed our bodies around
05.30 am and the easiest was to come now. Walk the last 6
km trough some nice fields to the finish line, where our friends
we again waiting for us and giving us cheers, by reaching our
goal: 4 friends walking 100 km and a very good supporter
team for a good cause and to strengthen their friendship.
Ê
Thanks to Oxfam, thanks to all our supporters for giving us
the help we needed at the right moment, and thanks to the
team!
Ê
PS: of the 162 teams that started, only 77 came with all their
4 participants to the finish, 72 came not complete, and 13
surrendered.

ÊWith donations from the community at large and businesses
like Fish King, Sonate Super Spar and NettaÕs Driving School,
to name but a few, more than 4500 Easter eggs were collected.Ê
With the help of Sister AM Dick and staff at the Tygerberg
Hospital, the task of deliveries at the childrenÕs wards were
made a pleasure, while donations to patients at the Karl
Bremer Hospital was effected with the friendly assistance of
Sister Dolby and her staff.Ê Easter joy was also spread at the

Rape Crisis Centre in
Bellville, Bellville Police
Station, the Huis Ravenzicht
o l d  a g e  h o m e  i n
Kraaifontein ;Hernus Kriel
old age home in Parow,
Stikland Hospital and some
less fortunate families in
the surrounding areas of
Bellville.Ê
Ê
Bellville Round Table 65
wants to thank each and
everyone who, by their
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d
assistance, made those less
fortunate, feel extra special.
Ê
Mario Wiese - Chairman: Bellville 65 Round Table
mario.wiese@liblink.co.za

Sister AM Dick
(Tygerberg

Hospital) Mario
Wiese (Bellville
Round Table 65)

Easter Joy spread by
Bellville Round Table
65, Southern Africa
Ê
Members of Bellville Round Table
65 has brought joy to more than
1000 less fortunate children, elderly
and members of staff over the past
Easter weekend.Ê

Round Table Estonia (www.rte.ee) are proud to be this yearÕs
host, and we are all looking forward to a great time together,
and some really memorable Tabling.
Ê
The event kicks off with an awesome guided pre-tour along
the Eastern border with our dominant neighbor Russia, and
2 ¥days of hiking, hunting and lots of local alcohol (more
hunting)! This should be a real blast for anyone interested in
the more Russian elements of Estonian culture, as Eastern
cities are mostly Russian speaking, and donÕt have all the posh
western products or accommodations as Tallinn. Be prepared
for adventure!! Hunting is the highlight of the event, but not
mandatory, and itÕs sure to be a memorable experience.
Ê
Thursday evening brings the hunting party home, and a night
of culture and arriving Tablers. The Otsakool (Georg Ots
Music School - www.otsakool.edu.ee) concert, organized by

RT-5 as their annual charity Project, should be
an excellent way to meet and greet each other,
and experience some of the finest young musicians
we have to offer. This begins promptly at 18:00,
so make sure to book your tickets for the
afternoon, in order to get some rest before.
Ê
Friday and Saturday will involve the home parties,
official meetings, and lots of interesting tours,
events and socializing with the local attractions.
;)Ê Club von †berblingen is the exclusive
playground of Round Table for the weekend, and
we have some special programs, Estonian style
(for anyone who has been here before, you know
what IÕm talking about).Ê
Ê
2009 NTM is sure to be one of the highlights of
the Round Table year, so be sure to book today
and donÕt miss any of the action in Eastern
Europe!Ê Tons of information is available from
the website, and donÕt hesitate to contact us for

Nordic Tablers
meeting (NTM)
update:
Ê
From Tuesday, the 20th of
October until the 26th on
Sunday, the eyes of Round
Table International will be
turned to the small country
of Estonia, as host of the
2009 Nordic Tablers Meeting
(NTM).Ê The Tablers from

direct  quest ions.Ê
www.ntm2009.ee
Ê
See you in Estonia!!!
Ê
Yours in Table,
Ê
William Vesilind
RT Estonia National
IRO 2009-10
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RTI World Meeting Convenor Blues

Most things in Table start as a joke. Organizing the RTI Meeting
in Alkmaar was a typical one or two beer initiative on a
Saturday night. Well, as Kurt Vonnegut said it in Slaughterhouse
Five: Òso it goesÉÓ
Ê
What a journey it has been! Surely you know how to organize
a weekend for Tablers. Been there as a President and as an
Euromeeting organizer. But this is a different story. You are
talking about a possible 450 visitors from all over the world,
multiple meetings, a serious budget, transport, promotion.
Name it. And for a start: who will be crazy enough to join
you in organizing?
Ê
What a good glass of wine and some pictures can do. Before
I knew it we had a team of 5; the best of two clubs. For
instance: a professional financial planner. Who could ask more
than that if you are looking for someone to make a budget,
and control finances? Or the manager of 3 event companies
in the region. Can you think of someone better to organize
the tours?
Ê
So there you go: you develop a program, start planning, make
a website, the usual things. And then you find out there is no
budget in RTI to support you. Do you know that if you organize
the AGM in The Netherlands the organizing club receives
about 25.000 Euros? Well, so it goes. Life without risks wouldnÕt
be interesting, would it?
Ê
With the help of Round Table The Netherlands and the 2
Alkmaar clubs we had the finances to start. So many things
you have to pay before you get your first income. You have
to make a promotion film to get the RTI first, have to pay
tickets and registration to visit AGMÕs to promote your event,
need flyers, pinsÉ
Ê
And still not a single Tabler will register. Let me tell you; you
make it hard to organize an event like this. I see the same
thing happening in Israel and Estonia: people register at the
latest moment. Forget about the headache that causes to the
organizing Tablers. Your attitude makes it impossible to plan.
If we had known how many Tablers would join us in the end,
we could have had more entertainment or please you in other
ways. Or what about the hotel: we block an entire hotel in
the middle of the summer season and no one makes a
reservation. Owner gets nervous, we have to take risks, but
we lose rooms to normal visitors. Consequence: difficulties
to keep the RTI Bar open. Guess who was blamed for that?

So it goesÉ
Ê
But we made it. And had a great time! From the
moment the first guests arrived on Tuesday. I will
never forget some scenes during the parties.
Seeing the Costa Rican delegation of Active 20-
30 doing the La Bamba music video. The Nation
Night with the Belgium delegation bringing their
fries, Cyprus having their own bbq and Malta
asking for an oven. Or what about the James
Browns on stage? The AGM at the AZ soccer
stadium? The Cheesemarket? Spotlights on Round
Table in front of 9000 touristsÉ The smile on
GeorgeÕs and RikusÕ face afterwards.
Ê
A personal highlight was the attendance of Peter
and Bente Marchesi. We have met on several
occasions and always had fun but lovely
conversations about Round Table and how it was
meant to be as well. I was so glad when they
accepted my invitation to be guest of honor
during this event. PeterÕs speech at the Gala
Dinner was inspirational. As was his presence
during the week. I think there is no one who has
been on a picture as often as he is. Well, that was
how I intended it and I hope that everybody who
was there will continue his Tabling life in the spirit
of the Marchesis.
Ê
Being 39 the RTI World Meeting was a way of
saying goodbye to all special friends I made during
my years as a Tabler. I was very pleased to see
dear friends like Simon Cusens, Tammo Munting
and Nico McNamara again. Or active Tablers like
Lars, Kafula, Stijn, Dan, Steve L. or Prinay. So many
stories we share, so much fun we had during the
roadÉ To all of you: Round Table is a wonderful
organization. Enjoy it and make the most of it
while you can.
Ê
I will stay around, but in a different way. So it
goes.
Ê
Yours in International Tabling forever,
Ê
Vincent van Twuijver

Mrs & Mr. van Twuijver
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¥ All Members will be
given a ÒLittle Genius
ClubÓ Badge
at a cost which can be
sourced from Supply
House.

¥ Little Genius Club T
Shirts, Car Stickers, DVDs
& many more kid
oriented items will also
be available in the Supply
House.

Areas of Twinkler Focus will include:

A) HRD for Twinklers - Training Programs
(Proud to be a Twinkler/other programs),
Magazine, Summer Camps, Educational Trips
etc.,

B) Fellowship for Twinklers - National
Twinklers Day on 14th November, Twinkler
Talent Shows, Theme Parties etc.,

C) Fundraising by Twinklers - Grocery Sale
Day by Twinklers, Exhibition of Twinkler Art,
Stalls run by Twinklers, Alliances, Sponsorships
etc.,

D) Projects by Twinklers - Share my
Toy/Clothes, Clean My City, Plant a Tree,
Animal Welfare Projects etc.,

Ê
Other Activities will include Birthday Greetings,
Local and International Pen Friends, Celebrating
Festivals together, Twinkler Fellowship Awards
etc.,
Ê
ÒOur Twinklers are our stars and our
tomorrowÉ.
LetÕs Dream on.. To Live Their Dreams
as Dreams do come true and they SHINE
ON ALWAYS...Ó
Ê
A Dream that has now become reality
is the introduction of the
"Little Genius Club"
Ê
Tr. Kapil J Vyas Ð RT172
National Committee Ð Fellowship Ð Twinklers
Round Table India Ð 2009-10
kapil@mastermindglobal.com

ÊRound Table India and Ladies Circle India jointly present to
you the "Little Genius Club" - A Special Initiative for
our Twinklers to make Round Table India a ÒComplete
Family ExperienceÓ. The Little Genius Club aims at giving
our stars or more aptly called our ÒTwinklersÓ something
special to look forward to in all our tabling endeavors.
Ê
Little Genius Club provides a platform where our Twinklers
will explore their hidden talents & we as Tablers & Circlers
(and more importantly PROUD PARENTS) will get to see
and enjoy THEIR HAPPINESS Ð because itÕs THEIR
FUTURE & THEIR TOMMOROW.
Ê
What our Twinklers will benefit:
Ê
1. To spend quality time with Parents (& not just be Sunday

DadÕs)
2. Children need to be proud of being a Tabler/CirclerÕs -

son or daughter
3. Gain Leadership qualities
4. Interact with Kids all across India & the World - Networking
5. Realize Values of Life, Money (by projects)
6. Discover hidden creativity (magazine & Table/area activities)
7 Recognition through awards for work done Ð Confidence

boosters!
8. Respect other cultures of our country through National

activities
9. Become IT Smart Ð through Blog & email
10. Inculcate Patriotism Ð Responsible Citizens of our country
11. Learn Healthy Competition
12. Learn the Art of Letter Writing through Twinkler Pen

Friends (read below)
13. Sense of Responsibility
14. Twinkler Special Status Ð Enjoy Discounts, Offers at Local

Toy Stores, Food Joints, Multiplexes etc.,
15. Basically have a BLAST and ENJOY the Wonder YearsÉ
Ê
Creation of Twinklers ÒLittle Genius ClubÓ:-
Ê
¥ All Twinklers automatically become ÔMEMBERSÕ to the

ÒLittle Genius ClubÓ
¥ Each Table will need to nominate/choose 2 Twinklers (1

Boy and 1 Girl) & they will be christened as Blue Scholar
& Pink Crafter respectively.

¥ These 2 Twinklers will then be added to the TWINKLERS
E-GROUP maintained by the National Board where they
will correspond and interact with other Twinklers of other
clubs and Area and National Board Members.Ê This step
will now create the network from which the club can
function.

¥ For recognition of the 2 Officers Supply House will have
a Special Cap in Blue & Pink colors respectively which
the table can buy.

¥ All Members will receive an IDENTITY CARD from the
Little Genius Club.

Round Table India &
Ladies Circle India
ÔLittle Genius ClubÕ
Ê
Round Table India's National
Board this year also called the
Dream Team has indeed
DREAMT BIG in all facets of
Tabling.
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The Round Table School
Ê
Round Table India's deep concern for children and the provision
of educational facilities has motivated the organization to be
deeply involved in various community service programs.
Ê
Round Table India believes that it paves the way towards
building a better future. As a result, Round Table India is placing
great attention towards Freedom Through Education -
a long term project that underscores its commitment
to unleash greater freedom to the less fortunate
children in our society through better education. Tables
usually raise funds for their service activities by sponsoring
music and theater performances, film shows, publishing
souvenirs, sponsorships from Corporates, etc .

Bangalore Metropolitan Round Table-44 (BMRT-44),
has translated Round Table India's commitment to provide a
better future for the children reality by Establishing,
Administering, Managing and Funding the FIRST EVER Round
Table School.

Till 1986, the children of Roopena Agrahara village, never
knew the pleasures of childhood. It appeared as if they were
destined to fall prey to the dehumanizing evil of Child Labour
and were born to be denied the simple joys of childhood.
However in 1986, BMRT-44, was determined to provide these
children with the "Right to Learn" and, brick by brick, built
the first school in the village. Free Education, Free Uniforms,
Free Health checkups were now available in the village itself.
The School is not aided and Tablers have raised the funds
through charity programs.
Ê
From a meager 28 students in 1986, the school today has
650+ children from Nursery to Class X, comprising ONLY
children from the lowest rung of society, who would have
otherwise been forced in the much lucrative Child Labor
trade.
Ê
TODAY, BMRT- 44 provides infrastructure, facilities, educational
aids, uniforms,Êdaily Mid day meals to make sure that hunger
does not rob them a good education to these budding scholars.
Other educational facilities - like conducts excursion for
students, organising magic shows, film shows, fire work displays
etc to give these underprevlidged children a few moments of
joy & happyness.
Ê
Educate a Child
The Round Table school provides completely free education
to more than 650 students of Roopena Agrahara village near
Bangalore, India. Donor sponsors a childÕs education. Each
child is informed about their sponsor and doners areÊ welcome
to visit the child, follow-up on their grades, mentor them
towards a more prosperous furture. You too can be a
sponsor Ð for as little as Rs. 5,000 / 10,000 Ê(US $120
/ US$ 240 appx), you can give a child a yearÕs education.
Ê
Feed a Child
BMRT44Õs unique mid-day meal program of providing each
child with a nutritious meal on every working day of the
school. Each dayÕs meal is sponsored by a donor. They can pick
any day ofÊ their choice Ð Remembrance Day, an Anniversary,
a Birthday, etc. At each meal, the sponsorÕs name is read out
along with his/her message and the children thank him/her
for the kindness shown, in a touching little ceremony. You
too can be a sponsor Ð for as little as Rs. 5,000 (US
$120 Appx).
Ê
Adopt aClass
Donate Rs. 100,000 (US $2,400 Appx) to Adopt-a-Class
for a year (Your choice of Class). You will be supporting

approximately
45+ bright &
needy students in
their pursuit to
k n o w l e d g e ,
e d u c a t i o n  &
freedom (Support
will include school
fees and Mid-day
Meals).
Ê
What you get?
Ê
- A display outside
the Class school
mentioning the
sponsorÕs details for that year
- Inclusion of the name of the sponsor in all
communication (media and other)
- Periodical Progress report on the Class
performance
- A sponsorship plaque/Artwork from Round
Table India thanking your recognition
- Publicity material/presentation for your
sponsorship with pictures of the sponsored
classroom
Ê
Help us in giving children a better life through
quality education! Contribute to the Round Table
school and help kids less fortunate than you and
make a difference in their lives. As a Registered
Trust that files regular financial returns, and has
all its accounts audited runs the Round Table
School. Donations to the school are exempted
under Section 80G by the Government of India.
Ê
Appeal:Ê we appeal to you as a socially conscious
individual/corporate to assist us financially and
we look forward to your continued support.
Your donation will form part of the Corpus Fund
dedicated to the cause. The Corpus Fund will be
invested in high yielding schemes of the
Government and / or Public Financial Institution
and / or Public Corporations. We encourage that
you depute someone to visit our school without
reference to us on any working day. Alternately,
we shall be happy to organise a visit, by such
executive, to the school.
Ê
Round Table India Trust is a registered charitable
institution and all donations to it are eligible for
exemptions under Sec.80G of the Income Tax,
1961. Donations can be made in cash or by
Cheque/Draft. Cheque/Drafts should be made
out to Round Table India Trust and payable
at Chennai. Cheque can be sent toÊ the address
below
Ê
Please do contact us for any questions /
information on any issuse that is stopping you
from taking the right step in spreading joy to
these children
Ê
LMF Tr. Vishwa Kulur
Chairman
Bangalore Metropolitan Round Table-44 (BMRT-
44),
www.roundtable44.org
+91 80 26932804
vishwa@gmail.com
Ê(M) +9198800-27404Ê

RTI President Rikus
visiting The Round
Table School near
Bangalore, India
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is NOT a good idea, and nobody will point a
finger against the otherÓ. Then the manager of
the organization went on stage telling about what
they are doing, so at least they know what they
are turning down, I thought.
Ê
As she was speaking a Tabler started walking
around with the pins to sell. He went from table
to table where the chairmen sat divided in the
8 areas we are in DK. After 10 minutes he shouted
it was sold out. 300 pins in 10 min. 3 of the areas
didnÕt even get the chance to buyÉ Need I say
we ordered some more Monday morning??
Ê
Later at the dinner I had I special Round Table
waistcoat on an auction for the same purpose.
Unfortunately, as it goes with RT items, it was
stolen. When the auction was about to start we
asked the ÒthiefÓ to bring it back or he would
haveÊ to match the final bid. Nothing showed up
and the auction started, still nothingÉ It ended
in 1330 euro for the waistcoat but still it didnÕt
show up. The mystery wasnÕt solved until next
Saturday where it came back with the message
that the, now known, ÒthiefÓ will match the final
bid.
Ê
5134 euro raised in two weeks, and still an auction
to come for the first 130 numbered pins.
Ê
A fantastic story about a part of RTI who did
not believe in service within RT, but with the
right purpose, saw the idea of making a difference.
Ê
ThatÕs what I call VISIBLE Tabling.
Ê
Yours in VISIBLE Tabling
Ê
ÊLars Vestermann
National President 2009 Ð 2010
Round Table Denmark

body else was discussing when we went abroad.
Ê
Eight years ago it was brought forward by the board, to the
chairmen, if RT Denmark should go into service. It was
discussed very hard, people saw themselves in situations they
didnÕt feel ok with, for the purpose to raise money. In the end
it was voted down by 80 to 20. Ever since then it have not
been touched, as it was considered a very hot potato. But the
world has changed since that time eight years ago.
Ê
Last year ARTCA President Asa Cowel and I worked together
with the Zimbabwe pin. In the process selling those, I saw the
interest from Danish Tablers and as incoming president I began
to grow the idea about Round Table Denmark as an organization
who could adopt this part of Tabling too. Still I saw it as a
dangerous thing to bring up and the few I mentioned it to
also doubted, that I would get too many applauses for it.
Nevertheless I felt very strong for it and I was ready to get
my behind kicked from the Tablers along the way.
Ê
The organization I would support is one my own family has
been involved with 5 years ago. From the beginning in 1903
they took care of kids with tuberculoses, later, after the world
wars, it changed to kids suffering from undernourishment and
now it has changed again, to kids with overweight and socializing
problems. I decided to make a pin and do it the same way as
the Zim pin, I found a sponsor for the first 500, got them
numbered on the back, took out the first 130 for an auction
and here I were ready to go. The first place to introduce the
new pin was at the RTI meeting in Holland. 70 pins were sold.
It went ok I thought to myself, but I still had to introduce it
to Denmark.
Ê
The weekend after RTI we had all the club chairmen gathered
for our annual Òkickoff meetingÓ. We started Friday with a big
party and Saturday morning I introduced the pin to the hung-
over Tablers with the words ÒWe do this the Danish way =
100% voluntary. This pin is bought of those who think itÕs a
good idea.. This pin is NOT bought of those who think this

ÊLars Vestermann

Service, the
Danish way
Ê
For the Tablers in Denmark,
charity and fundraising have
always been issues every-

RT 131 Aarhus Pin

RT Aarhus 131 Charter
Ê
Honored Tablers.
ÊAfter twenty years of stagnation Round Table Denmark is
again ready to charter new clubs. From the beginning we
aimed for two, but the word spread and I am proud to tell
we have started working on three instead.
Ê
Since this is not an everyday event for us, we would like to
invite all our international friends to come and celebrate with
us. The first club will be chartered in Aarhus the second largest
city in Denmark 14th November 2009.
Ê
The program for the weekend is (roughly) like this:
Ê
Friday:
19.00 - ? Home parties and Get together in Aarhus

Saturday:
10.00 - 13.00 Guided tour in Aarhus
13.00 -16.30 Lunch and Charter of RT131 Aarhus
18.00- Late Gala dinner

Sunday:
Brunch and farewell
Ê
For more information contact
Convener Franz Skaaning:
franz@engamo.com
O r  l o o k  a t
www.rtinternational.org
under events, where more
details will be announced
soon.
Ê
We hope as many as possible
will take the opportunity to
share this with us.
If you know you will miss this
event, do not be sad.
The charter of RT72 Helsinge and RT127 Ry will
be in January Ð February so you will have a
second chance.
Ê
The RT Denmark National Board



*** AFRICA SERVICE PROJECTS ***
Ê
There is a kind of fellowship that lasts longer than drinking
beers with mates, and this is what I call fellowship through
projects Ð where Tablers engage together to make a difference
for their community, get to know each other and have some
end result out of it. That can be done within your own Table
or within your Area of course, but even internationally.
Ê
Already in Africa, local Tables conduct significant projects for
the socially deprived along with European RT Associations
who help with the funding because they can often raise more
funds and faster in Europe, and we live where most of the
needs are, especially for kids.
Ê
The purpose of this monthly column is to present service
projects handled by Tables in Africa, and hopefully strengthen
the interest from European RT to also get involved along with
us ! This kind of collaboration not only directs assistance
where it is most needed, but is also a great fellowship
opportunity for both parties. Sure, it is not a substitute for
locally funded projects, but it really does help bringing them
to another level.
Ê
RT Lusaka 18 from RT Zambia is inaugurating the column.
You sure all know Zambian Tablers because they travel a lot
to RT events, winning trophies for most travelled associations
quite often ! But they are also involved on the ground in
Zambia, and are probably one of our Associations that deserve
and need the more support.
Ê
Gilles Debert
RT Africa Chairman
Ê

Lusaka No.18
still in the
groove
Ê
With the global crisis
hitting all aspects,
including Tabling, the
boys of Lusaka No.18
are still doing their
best to aid the
community while
doing what we do
best, fe l lowship.
Ê
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supports 2 charities. 1 is the Hidden Voice Skills and
Development Center, which is a school located in a high
density compound called Garden. The school provides basic
education to children with learning disabilities such as DownÕs
syndrome, Autism, etc. The second charity is Lukamantano
Village, which is a school located 15kms outside Lusaka.
Lukamantano has a school and hospital run by Catholic nuns
that provides free education and Health services to the nearby
underprivileged community.
Ê
On 3rd July 2009, Lusaka No.18 donated to both projects.
This was after successfully fundraising through a 3 club golf
tournament, where a few Tablers, such as myself, ÔTigerÕ Sahani
and Past President, ÔErnieÕ Nawa showed our hacking skills.
Ê
Donation day started at Lukamantano, where we donated
medical supplies to the hospital and educational materials to
the school.

You take this one; IÕll steal the other (Chairman
Ntinda - Lsk No.11 and Chairman Kabanda - Lsk
No.18)
Ê
The busy boys then headed off to Hidden Voice
to donate. Did I mention we had a newspaper
and TV crew in tow? Well, the bachelors had a
field day because of the all girl crews.

CouldnÕt these guys tuck in their tummies as the
picture was being taken?

PP Nawa, canÕt you see PP KafulaÕs ignoring you
or are you already in comatose mode?

Job well done boys, time to go home. Table Hall
Plc, see you tomorrow morning.
Ê
Sahani Chirwa - Fundraising Convenor
Lusaka RT No.18, RT Zambia
sahani.chirwa@barclays.com
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